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"The followers of Jesus are to different," writes John Stott, "different from both the nominal church

and the secular world, different from both the religious and the irreligious. The Sermon on the Mount

is the most complete delineation anywhere in the New Testament of the Christian counter-culture.

Here is a Christian value-system, ethical standard, religious devotion, attitude to money, ambition,

lifestyle and network of relationships--all of which are totally at variance with those in the

non-Christian world. And this Christian counter-culture is the life of the kingdom of God, a fully

human life indeed but lived out under the divine rule."In this careful exposition of Jesus' Sermon on

the Mount, John R. W. Stott accurately expounds the biblical text and relates it to life today. Above

all, the author says, he wants to let Christ speak this sermon again, this time to the modern world.
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John R. W. Stott, The Message of the Sermon on the Mount. Christian Counter-Culture.

Leicester/England and Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press. First edition 1978; regularly

reprinted in this format since 1984. 238 pages.Although this book is, in the meantime, almost 30



years old, it remains as timeless as the Bible chapters on which it is commenting - and as a

reminder of what a tremendous gift John Stott has been to the church in his role as teacher and

author. His "Message of the Sermon on the Mount" has a number of characteristics which make it

more or less ideal as a guide through three of the New Testament's most fascinating, but also most

difficult chapters. The first of these characteristics is its intellectual plausibility and good sense: Stott

nowhere speculates, never goes off at a tangent, but always gives a thorough, intelligent, well

thought-out explanation of the text that takes account of opposing views but counters these with

irrefutable arguments. The second characteristic is its theological orthodoxy, coupled however with

broadness of scope, awareness of other positions and honesty in the face of difficulties. Stott is

never dogmatically narrow-minded, but always loyal not only to the ipsa verba, but to the very spirit

of the Biblical text - something that should warm every Christian's heart. A third characteristic is

Stott's familiarity with the literature and his adeptness in providing apt quotes at just the right

moment. And he does not limit himself here to other commentaries or to parallel Bible verses; there

is a liberal sprinkling of pithy comment from Augustine and Chrysostom from the early church

period, from the great reformers Luther and Calvin, and from more modern theologians and thinkers

of various schools, e. g.
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